
Lions in Sight News 

 

New Officers and Directors  
  

At the annual meeting of the Lions in Sight 
board of directors Ted Fichter was elected 
President for 2010-2011 with Kush Bodhan as  
First Vice President. The second VP position 
was left open until the next meeting. The 
complete list of officers is: 
President  Ted Fichter 
1st VP   Kush Bodhan 
2nd VP   Open 
Secretary  Jan Ahern 
Treasurer  Lee Gile 
Past President  Pam Burdick 
Area Directors: 1 Joe Hinton 
   John Lynch 
Area Directors: 2 Linda Griffin 
   Jaymie Kilgore 
Area Directors: 3 Marva Murphy 
Area Directors: 4 Patty Wilson 
   Diane Martin 
Directors at Large John Demshar 
   Ed Lydon 
   Joe Pugliese 
   Walter Griffin 
   Alba Orr 
   Pat Casey-Gillum 
   Chris Morris 
 
 

Visit us at LionsInSight.org   

Upcoming Missions 
 

  
Dr. Art Low testing patients eyes in Mexico 

The tentative schedule for clinic missions for 
this  year is: 
 
August   Cuauhtemoc City 
August    San Francisco del Rincon 
September   Talpa de Allende  
October  Mexicali 
November  Guadalajara 
December  holiday season 
 
The 2011 schedule will be ready for the next 
edition.  The new District Governors in Mexico 
need to work out their requests with their new 
Council Chair, our own Joel Gomez! We are also 
working on a mission to Jamshedpur India for 
November.  



Going on a club mission  
   

Any club who is a member club of Lions in Sight 
and current on their LIS dues is eligible to 
sponsor a mission to Mexico. Because of the 
number of clubs who wish to schedule mission 
trips, each member club is limited to a mission 
trip once every two years. If you are interested 
in going on a trip with your club, or if you want 
to be a member club, please contact PID Bill 
Iannaccone at: DrBill@LionsInSight.org 
 
Individuals are also welcome to go on missions. 
If your club is a member club and you want to 
volunteer to fill in when there is an opening, 
please let Lions in Sight know when you are 
available, or if you can be on call for short 
notice.  
 
Anyone who wants to go on a clinic needs to 
have a valid U.S.  Passport and is advised to 
check with their doctor to see what vaccines or 
inoculations may be advisable for the area of 
their mission.  
 

Doctor Volunteers 
 
We have a number of dedicated doctors who 
go on anywhere from one to six clinics a year. 
Usually clubs with optometrists in their group 
will provide at least one doctor on a mission.  
 
We still have months when we need an 
additional doctor or two to go with us on a 
mission. The more doctors we have, the more 
people we can serve. 
 
 If you know of a doctor who would like to join 
us and participate in a clinic, please have them 
get in touch with John Demshar O.D. at: 
docdem@comcast.net Doc Demshar can 
answer any questions they might have. 
 

2010 Clinic Report, so far… 
 

        
 
Month  City   Patients 
January  Guaymas    414   
January Hopelchen    870   
February Colima     712  
March  Mexico City  1072  
April  San Juan Xiutetelco 1001 
May  Rio Verde    500 
June  Novolato    600 
 
This is the number of patients we have served 
on the missions alone, and does not count the 
patients assisted with glasses by the local Lions 
after we leave, or the eyeglasses distributed at 
the permanent clinics. 
 

Success at Lions Sydney Convention 
 
Board members PID’s Linda and Walter Griffin 
were joined by our Mexico coordinator CC Joel 
Gomez and PID Dr. Carlos Justiniano in a panel 
discussion at the 2010 Lions Convention in 
Sydney Australia encouraging more Lions to get 
involved in overseas missions.  
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The President’s Corner… 

July 1st we began our new fiscal year at Lions In 

Sight. There are several exciting developments at 

LIS going into the New Year.  One project we are 

very proud of is our new eyeglass production lab. 

Adrian Tatarakis of Vision Service Plan (VSP) 

donated all equipment necessary to fabricate new 

glasses with custom lenses. This will be especially 

important to help us meet the need for children’s 

glasses on our clinic trips. A good portion of the 

children’s glasses donated are in poor condition and 

not suitable for distribution, so the new lab will help 

us bridge that gap.  

Board member and Warehouse supervisor Walter 

Griffin headed up the challenge of converting a 

storeroom in the warehouse to an eyeglass 

fabrication lab. At the same time the warehouse 

staff renovated the rest of the building by updating 

the main office and built a new kitchen and break 

area. The warehouse has never looked better.   

This November LIS will be sending a team to 

Jamshedpur, India to train and equip the staff of our 

58th permanent clinic. In a few weeks we will be 

shipping 200,000 pairs of donated glasses and 

$20,000 worth of optical equipment to the Lions 

Club of Jamshedpur. We will join them in November 

to train them on the operation of an LIS permanent 

clinic capable of examining several hundred 

patients per month. Board member Khush Bodhan 

and Dr. Bill Iannaccone have been coordinating the 

logistics of this project.  

Dr. John Demhsar, who came on last year as a 

Board member and Clinic Trip Coordinator, has 

done a superlative job keeping our clinic trips well 

staffed with talented doctors and technician 

volunteers. 

On a somber note, we lost Board member Bob 

Green this year. Bob was the husband to one of our 

founding members, Marilyn Green.   Lions In Sight 

and all the valuable work that we do exist in large 

part due to Bob & Marilyn’s efforts and generosity 

over the last twenty years. Bob will be truly missed, 

yet he won’t be soon forgotten.  He left LIS a 

$275,000 donation from their charitable remainder 

trust and for that, we and the tens of thousands of 

patients they have touched over the years thank 

them.  

On September 12th we will be holding our 4th 

Annual LIS Golf Tournament at Shadow Lakes golf 

course in Brentwood. We would love to see a 

tremendous turn out for what has been historically 

a very fun time on a beautiful golf course. We are 

actively seeking golfers and donations of Silent 

Auction prizes for this fund raising event. Check our 

website at lionsinsight.org for tournament 

information and other new developments at LIS.  

Through June our volunteer doctors have given 

5169 vision exams at our temporary eye clinics in 

Mexico in 2010. Every patient was provided with 

corrective lenses as needed. We have 57 operating 

permanent clinics throughout the world, giving eye 

care to thousands every month. None of this 

happens without the support of you and people like 

you. Thank you for your assistance and 

collaboration.   

Ted Fichter 

Prieident 

Lions in Sight of California & Nevada 

 
  



 
 

Lions In Sight Membership Application  

 

In order to contribute to improving the vision and lives of people around the world, 

please enroll me/our club in the Lions In Sight Foundation of MD -4.     
 

Please select one of the following categories of membership:  

 
Å    Club Membership (Membership cont ributions are based on multiplying 

club  membership by $9.00/year for each member.)  
       # Club Members _______ X $9.00/member = _______  

 

Å    Bud Jensen Fellowship (Individuals only ï annual contribution of $50.00)  
 

Å    Donn Owens Fellowship (Individual s only ï one time contribution of $150.00)  
 

Å    Don Work Fellowship (Individuals only ï one time contribution of $250.00)   

 
Å    Marilyn Green Life Membership (Individuals only   ï  $500.00 one time    

contribution or annual contribution of at least $100.0 0 for five years)  
 

Å    Wayne Cannon Patron of Sight Fellowship (Individuals only ï  $1000.00 one 

time  contribution or annual contribution of at least $200.00 for five years)  
 

 
 
 
 



 
Lions In Sight Membership Application  

 

 

 

Date_______________________ _____  Distric t______________________  

 
 

Name__________________________________ ______________________  

 

 
Club Name_____________________________ _______________________  

 

 
City, State, Zip ________________________________________________  

        

 

Phone, FAX or email __ ___________________________________________  

 

LIS would be delighted to be gifted with:  

Bequests  

Charitable Remainder Trusts  

Charitable Gift Annuity  

Charitable Lead Trusts  

Outright Gifts  

Life Insurance  

Retained Life Estate  

For more information contact the LIS office  

 
Copyright 2007 -2010. Lions In Sight. All rights reserved.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We need all of your eyeglasses 
 

Many of you know that a lot of donated eyeglasses are not reusable for overseas missions. In fact only 
30-40% of the glasses we collect can be recycled that way. The rest have scratched lenses, broken 
frames, are sunglasses or are “out of range. Out of range glasses are so named because they have a 
significant difference between the prescriptions in the two lenses or have a large amount of correction 
for astigmatism. The standards for sorting glasses are set forth by Lions Clubs International and are the 
standards followed by Lions Eyeglass Recycling Centers throughout the United States.  
 
Eyeglasses that are not cleaned and sent out on missions are recycled in other ways. We throw away 
very little. Sunglasses, plastic frames and glasses in plastic frames that we cannot use are donated to the 
non-profit organization—Feed the Children. We donated 110,000 pairs of glasses to this organization 
last year. Once the lenses are removed, some of our  reusable metal frames are recycled and distributed 
to needy patients at our clinic missions. Local optometrists then make custom lenses for the more 
difficult prescriptions. Some metal frames, particularly those vintage models in high demand now, are 
sent to an optical recycler for scrap or resale. Money raised from the recycling of frames we can’t use 
helps to subsidize doctor’s travel expenses and for operational expenses.  
 
In addition to supplying our own clinic missions and permanent clinics with 775,000 pairs of donated 
glasses, we routinely provide glasses to non-Lion humanitarian groups both here and abroad. During the 
2009-2010 fiscal year, 25,000 pairs of glasses were shipped from our warehouse for vision screenings 
conducted in Bolivia, Chile, Ghana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Mozambique, Serbia, Sudan and Thailand. 
We have two specially trained volunteers who sort through donated glasses once a week and take out 
some of the fancy sunglasses that are donated and sell them on E-Bay. If we get Ray-Ban’s, Maui Jim’s or 
Oakley’s they are sold that way. Since we do not use sunglasses this has a little effect on our overall 
recycling program.  
 
With recent updates to our glasses labeling and packaging policies, our 2010 clinics have been stocked 
with a wider selection of better quality prescription glasses. Many team members have shared their 
excitement with us about these much needed improvements. The “big uglies” have been removed from 
the clinic boxes.  
 
We invite everyone to spend time working at our warehouse, to see firsthand how our program 
operates. If you have any questions regarding our warehouse procedures and/or operations, please do 
not hesitate to contact us. 
 
On behalf of the entire warehouse staff, we would like to thank all of the Lions, Lioness and Leo Club 
members who participate in the collection of used eyeglasses for our recycling program. Without your 
support, Lions in Sight could not bring the gift of sight to people in need around the world. 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
Lee Gile      Walter Griffin, PDG  
Lions in Sight, Treasurer    Warehouse Manager   
(707) 864-1937     (510) 507-0058 
ralph.gile@comcast.net    cad_e_man@hotmail.com 
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